
Community  Forum
As our nation struggles with the 

pandemic, another crisis has 

erupted around police brutality 

and race. Join us as Isabel 

Fernandez, PhD. discusses these 

issues with Fr. Leo Hodges, 

Pastor of St. Andrew Catholic 

Church and Seminarian Zachary 

Parker and they answer your 

questions. 

What does our church teach 

about racism today? Grounded in 

church teachings, we’ll explore 

current events and discuss an 

authentic Catholic response to 

racism.

"For the spirit of God made me, the breath of the Almighty 

keeps me alive." Job 33:4 



Fru i t fu l  Conversat ion

• Be mindful that we are all created in the 

image of God, given breath by the same 

Creator

• Being uncomfortable is NOT the same as 

being threatened

• It is okay to be uncomfortable; it is not okay 

to feel threatened



Diocese  of  Or lando

Bishop John Noonan (Orlando Diocese):

“St. Paul reminds us; when one member 

of the body of Christ suffers, we all 

suffer because we are one Body. 

Black men and women are suffering right 

now in our communities because of the 

loss of respect for all human life.”

https://www.orlandodiocese.org/e-scroll/archive/catholics-join-christian-leaders-in-a-walk-of-mourning-and-restoration/


• Be present to Black anger; hear past 

the pain

• Welcome perspectives different than 

your own

• Cultivate genuine friendships with 

people of color

• Willingness to act for justice

S t ra t e g i e s  fo r  S o l i d a r i t y

From: Fr. Bryan Massingale, YouTube

https://youtu.be/ONiie2oYJCQ


I f  I  love  you  enough

“My only sorrow is the fear that I shall not 

convince you of the wiles of Satan. But I 

shall be able to convince you if I love you 

enough, and if you love me you will 

understand, for God has first loved us.”

-Bishop Vincent Waters (North Carolina)



Resources

• USCCB: Combatting Racism

•Open Wide Our Hearts (USCCB 

statement from 2018

•Night Will Be No More (Bishop Seitz)

• Bishop Waters article

• Black Catholic Syllabus

• Bryan N. Massingale, Racial Justice 

and the Catholic Church, 2010

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/index.cfm
https://www.hopeborder.org/nightwillbenomore
https://www.ncronline.org/news/parish/diocese-marks-anniversary-pastoral-desegregating-nc-churches
https://www.uscatholic.org/articles/202006/required-reading-black-catholic-syllabus-32088



